Tracking 2025 Legislation

AB 491

Introduced: 2/10/2025

California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006: climate goals: natural and working
lands. The California Global Warming Solutions Act of 2006 declares the policy of the
state to achieve net zero greenhouse gas emissions as soon as possible, but no later than
2045, and to achieve and maintain net negative greenhouse gas emissions thereafter. The
act requires the State Air Resources Board to prepare and approve a scoping plan for
achieving the maximum technologically feasible and cost-effective reductions in
greenhouse gas emissions and to update the scoping plan at least once every 5 years. The
act also requires the Natural Resources Agency, in collaboration with specified entities,
including the state board, to determine an ambitious range of targets for natural carbon
sequestration, and for nature-based climate solutions, that reduce greenhouse gas
emissions for 2030, 2038, and 2045 to support state goals to achieve carbon neutrality and
foster climate adaptation and resilience. The act requires these targets to be integrated
into the above-described scoping plan and other state policies. This bill would specify that
itis the goal of the state to achieve each of the targets established by the Natural
Resources Agency by the applicable date for the target, with priority given to activities that
most rapidly, significantly, and cost effectively reduce emissions of greenhouse gases. The
bill would also revise the definition of “natural carbon sequestration” for purposes of the
above-described provisions.

AB 507

Introduced: 2/10/2025

Adaptive reuse: streamlining: incentives. The Planning and Zoning Law requires each
county and city to adopt a comprehensive, long-term general plan for its physical
development, and the development of certain lands outside its boundaries, that includes,
among other mandatory elements, a housing element. That law allows a development
proponent to submit an application for a development that is subject to a specified
streamlined, ministerial approval process not subject to a conditional use permit, if the
development satisfies certain objective planning standards, including that the
development is a multifamily housing development that contains two or more residential
units. This bill would deem an adaptive reuse project a use by rightin all zones, regardless
of the zoning of the site, and subject to a streamlined, ministerial review process if the
project meets specified requirements, subject to specified exceptions. In this regard, an
adaptive reuse project, in order to qualify for the streamlined, ministerial review process,
would be required to be proposed for an existing building that is less than 50 years old or
meets certain requirements regarding the preservation of historic resources, including the
signing of an affidavit declaring that the project will comply with the United States
Secretary of the Interior’s Standards for Rehabilitation for, among other things, the
preservation of exterior facades of a building that face a street, or receive federal or state
historic rehabilitation tax credits, as specified. The bill would require an adaptive reuse
project to meet specified affordability criteria. In this regard, the bill would require an
adaptive reuse project for rental housing to include either 8% of the unit for very low
income households and 5% of the units for extremely low-income households or 15% of
the units for lower income households.
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AB 638

Introduced: 2/13/2025

Stormwater: reuses: irrigation. The Stormwater Resource Planning Act authorizes one or
more public agencies to develop a stormwater resource plan that meets certain standards
to address the capture of stormwater, as defined, and dry weather runoff, as defined. The
act requires the State Water Resources Control Board, by July 1, 2016, to establish
guidance for purposes of the act. This bill would require the board, by June 1, 2026, to
establish guidance for stormwater capture and reuse for the irrigation of urban public
lands, as defined. The bill would require the guidance to include, but not be limited to, the
use of captured stormwater for irrigation to offset the use of potable water, as specified,
and criteria including, among other things, pathogens and pathogen indicators and total
suspended solids.

AB 667

Introduced: 2/14/2025

Professions and vocations: license examinations: interpreters. Current law provides
for the certification and regulation of nurse assistants and home health aids by the State
Department of Public Health. This bill would, beginning July 1, 2026, require the State
Department of Public Health and boards under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Consumer Affairs to permit an applicant who cannot read, speak, or write in English to use
an interpreter, at no cost to the applicant, to interpret the English verbal and oral portions
of the license or certification examination, as applicable, if the applicant meets all other
requirements for licensure.

SB 326

Introduced: 2/11/2025

Wildfire safety: The California Wildfire Mitigation Strategic Planning Act. Current law
establishes the Office of the State Fire Marshal in the Department of Forestry and Fire
Protection and establishes the Deputy Director of Community Wildfire Preparedness and
Mitigation within the office. Current law makes the deputy director responsible for fire
preparedness and mitigation missions of the department, as provided. This bill would
require the deputy director, on or before January 1, 2027, and every 3 years thereafter, to
prepare a Wildfire Risk Mitigation Planning Framework sufficient to quantitatively evaluate
wildfire risk mitigation actions, as provided. The bill would require the framework to allow
for geospatial evaluation and comparison of wildfire risk mitigation actions, as defined,
sufficient to direct coordinated mitigation efforts and long-term collaborative mitigation
planning. The bill would require the deputy director to, each year the framework is
completed, submit a copy of the framework to the Legislature, the Office of Energy
Infrastructure Safety, and the Public Utilities Commission for review and consideration.
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